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saying that it appeals to the anti-literary. Those
who love it appreciate its imagery, its large music,
its spacious landscape, but they value it mainly for
its teaching. No purely aesthetic estimate of the
pbem will satisfy those who reply, " Yes, what you
say is technically true, no doubt; but it has helped
and comforted me, and it helps me still." In many
a distant home, in America even oftener than in
Great Britain, a visit to some invalid's room would
reveal the presence of two volumes on the bed
the one a Bible, the other " Festus." This is an
element in the popularity of Philip James Bailey
which criticism is powerless to analyse. But no
consideration of his remarkable career is complete
if a record of it is neglected.
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